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Courtenay's Blog: Volunteer Tutoring--a Potent Pick-Me-Up

In her first blog as our Executive Director, Courtenay Carr Heuer,
shares the rewards and the surprising health benefits she
experiences as a volunteer tutor. For a great read, visit
Courtenay's Blog.

YOU CAN HELP LITERACY TAKE ROOT

What is it like to be a literacy
tutor?

Literacy tutoring doesn't require any
previous experience, degrees, or training to
begin. You can volunteer an hour or
multiple hours per week. You can volunteer
as an assistant in a classroom setting, one-
to-one, or leading a small group. You can
choose an in-person or online environment.
Whatever path you choose, you can be
certain it will be rewarding.

If you're thinking about becoming a
volunteer literacy tutor and want to learn
what it's like to be a tutor, start with the
Volunteer Tutor Information Session.
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LITERACY GROWS STRONGER THROUGH
COMMUNITY

Our Partners Need Tutors

The Portland Literacy Council partners with the Portland ESL Network and other area
organizations to provide a comprehensive list of area programs that need volunteers.

The following programs regularly seek volunteer tutors to work with adult
learners/students. Tutors can choose to work one-to-one, with a small group, or as a
program assistant. SEARCH the Portland ESL Network database for an organization, or
filter volunteer opportunities for your desired location, time of day, day of the week, the
time you can dedicate, and other factors. Or, contact the organizations listed here directly.

Afghan Support Network:
1:1 tutors needed for Afghan students ages 20 to 65, using your own student-developed
curriculum. One hour weekly for a six-month commitment, online or in person; contact
Grace Rubenstein at grace@asnpdx.org. 

Beaverton Literacy Council (BLC):
Lead or assistant teachers needed for adult English learners in Beaverton, online or in
person. One to two sessions weekly, three-month minimum commitment; visit
beavertonliteracy.org/volunteer. 

MidValley Literacy Center (Salem, OR):
Teachers and tutors needed for ESOL, Pre-GED, and GED subjects for immigrants,
refugees, and adult learners. Four hours weekly beginning Sept. 28; call (503) 463-1488
or apply at midvalleyliteracycenter.org. 

Pacific Refugee Support Group:
1:1 ESOL tutors needed for refugees and newcomers of all immigration statuses in the
Portland metro area. One to two days weekly; a year-long commitment is encouraged.
Contact megan@pnwrsg.org.

Portland Community College (Southeast, Sylvania, and Rock Creek Campuses):
In-person classroom support volunteers needed alongside experienced instructors,
especially for beginning-level ESOL students. Morning and evening sessions available.
Contact by campus: Southeast Campus, Lucy Marincel, lucia.marincel@pcc.edu; Sylvania
Campus, Mark Palmer, mark.palmer2@pcc.edu; Rock Creek Campus, Edit McDonald,
emcdonal@pcc.edu. 

The Rebel Academy:
1:1 GED tutors needed (English, Spanish, or math through Algebra 1/Geometry) for
justice-impacted adults across the Portland metro area. Training provided; consistent
attendance is key. Contact Dr. Zavrel at contact@therebelacademy.org. 

Tacoma Area Literacy Council (Pierce County, WA):
Trained tutors matched with learners for English literacy support in libraries, cafes, and
online. Scheduling based on learner availability; register at tacomaliteracy.org for spring
and fall training. 

Tigard United Methodist Church:
Conversation practice tutors needed for adult English learners, paired with another tutor
since most volunteers come weekly. Openings mainly in the evening, in-person classes,
and online sessions; register at tiella.org or contact Rosemary Carlsen at
rosemary.carlsen@gmail.com. 
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Facilitators needed for in-person group classes at Multnomah County Library locations or
1:1 online English classes. Training provided; no experience needed; email
info@torustransforms.org to get started. ﻿

TOGETHER WE GROW POTENTIAL

Upcoming Tutor Training Opportunities
Scholarships available thanks to a generous donation from the Sisters of the Holy

Names of Jesus & Mary. Contact ccarr@portlandliteracy.org for more details.

FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS IN READING INSTRUCTION:

Workshop 4: Spelling Generalization (in-person)
Sept. 12, 8:30 a.m. – 12 p.m., PCC Rock Creek Campus, Room TBA
Register for Workshop 4
$30 Registration Fee

Workshop 5: Informal Reading Assessment (in-person)
Sept. 26, 8:30 a.m. – 12 p.m., PCC Cascades Campus, Room TBA
Register for Workshop 5
$30 Registration Fee

Optional for those taking any of the Foundational Skills in Reading Instruction Courses:
Structured and Multisensory Approach to Literacy Support Notebook – $175, and a sound
card deck – $20.

AWESOME TUTOR WORKSHOPS:

ATW: Increasing Student Engagement (via Zoom)
Get students thinking, talking, and using what they learn 
Oct. 22, 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Register
$20 Registration Fee

BASIC TUTOR TRAINING:

Basic Tutor Training (in-person)
Nov. 14 and 21, 9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.; PCC Southeast Campus (Room TBA)
Register
$50 Registration Fee

Tutor Resources

Did you miss this tutor tip? No problem! Access it at your leisure.
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See our ESOL packets compiled by PCC Adult Basic Education and Volunteer
Literacy Coordinators, and originally provided to PLC by Oregon Literacy, Inc.

Night at the Movies

Brush up on your literacy know-how with some popcorn or sweets.

Ryan Can't Read (2019)

According to IMDB, “‘Ryan Can't Read’ tells the
heartfelt story of a young man's battle with illiteracy
and his fight to reclaim his dignity with the help of an
unlikely mentor.” This 20-minute film earned the 2024
Grand Jury Award at the Edmonton Film Festival. You
can learn more about this film and view the trailer at:
https://www.ryancantread.com/. The movie is
available on Amazon Prime Video and Disney+.

Rating: 16+

We have three mailing lists. Which one is right for you?

LiteracyLinks Newsletter/News (quarterly) SUBSCRIBE

Tutor Announcements (occasional, as tutoring opportunities and new resources come up)
SUBSCRIBE

Volunteer Literacy Tutor Exchange SUBSCRIBE

Thank you for being a part of the Portland
Literacy Council network. We will return next

quarter with another update.
     

Edited by Micki Fuller. You can reach me at: mfuller@portlandliteracy.org
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