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Welcome New Executive Director, Courtenay
Carr Heuer

We are very pleased to welcome Courtenay Carr
Heuer as Portland Literacy Council’s new Executive
Director. 

Courtenay officially began her transition into the role
on May 27. Lorie Wigle, our current Executive
Director, will support the transition over the coming
weeks. We are thankful to have had Lorie’s
extraordinary leadership over the past three years, and
we are so pleased that she will remain actively involved
with the organization moving forward. 

Courtenay cares deeply about adult literacy and brings energy and experience from within
the nonprofit world. As a mother committed to her children's education, she previously co-
founded and served as Executive Director for Scientific Adventures for Girls (SAfG),
an organization focused on inspiring and empowering girls from an early age to explore
STEM and pursue related opportunities with confidence. 

As part of her work with SAfG she also served as Lead for the California Girls STEM
Collaborative, where she helped “Connect, Create, and Collaborate to Transform STEM
(science, technology, engineering, and math) for all Youth.” In addition to her nonprofit
leadership experience, Courtenay worked early in her career with the Intercultural
Institute of California, supporting English and job-training programs for immigrants in the
United States. She is currently a volunteer ESOL (English for Speakers of Other
Languages) tutor at PCC Southeast, and she will also begin as a Citizenship teacher with
SOAR in their summer program. She holds a B.A. in Sociology from the University of
California, Berkeley, and an M.A. in Commercial Diplomacy from the Middlebury Institute
of International Studies at Monterey.

Congratulations Recent GED Graduates!
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We are thrilled to extend our heartfelt congratulations to these recent graduates on this
wonderful achievement. Thanks to the generous donations in support of our GED
Voucher Program, we are able to partner with organizations such as Portland
Community College and the Multnomah Education Service District to help adults
complete their GEDs and fund GED testing—opening doors to new opportunities and
brighter futures.

﻿Click here to l﻿earn more about our GED Voucher Program

Register Now for Upcoming Learning
Opportunities﻿

﻿Scholarships are available.

Foundational Skills in Reading Instruction – Summer Workshops
June 13, July 18, Aug. 15, Sept. 12, and Sept. 26 from 8:30 a.m. – 12 p.m., PCC
Campuses TBA
Find out more and register for all five, or one or more workshops

ATW Foundational Literacy with Beginning ESOL Learners – via Zoom
August 5, 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Click to Register
$20 Registration Fee

Basic Tutor Training – Via Zoom
September 15, 17, 22, 24 and 29 and October 1, 2026
7:00 – 8:20 PM
Click to Register
$50 Registration Fee

NOTE: *Scholarships available thanks to a generous donation from the Sisters
of the Holy Names of Jesus & Mary. Contact lwigle@portlandliteracy.org for
more details.

Tutor Resources
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Did you miss these tutor learning opportunities?﻿
﻿No problem! Access them at your leisure.

If you missed the ATW: Grammar for
Communication by Jennifer Snyder,
you can view it on our YouTube
channel. By addressing common
grammar challenges, we hope to
empower individuals on their literacy
journey.

Rachel Skinner delivered this
presentation at the 2026 Tutor
Conference. You can pick up some
great tips by just perusing the slides.
Visit portlandliteracy.org/vltx/ to
view this presentation and more!

Night at the Movies

Brush up on your literary know-how with some popcorn or sweets.

The Professor and the Madman
(2019)

This movie is based on Simon Winchester’s 1998
book The Surgeon of Crowthorne. In the book,
Professor James Murray’s role in creating the first
edition of the Oxford English Dictionary during the
mid-1800s is explored in detail. While directing the
project’s editorial committee, Murray was surprised to
discover that more than 10,000 word submissions
had come from a single contributor — Dr. William
Minor, a resident of Broadmoor Criminal Lunatic
Asylum. View this film for free on YouTube.

Note, this film is officially not rated, although it is
generally agreed that it should carry an R rating.

Mailing Lists
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Which list is right for you? We have created an additional mail list so our constituents can
opt in to receive either just the Newsletter/News, or just Tutor Announcements, or stay on
both lists. Everyone on our original list is included on the new Tutor Announcement list. If
you want to just receive the LiteracyLinks Newsletter and other newsworthy items, please
subscribe to the news only list.

We also have a Volunteer Literacy Tutor Exchange mailing list for tutors to share tips,
tricks, teaching aides, etc.

LiteracyLinks Newsletter/News SUBSCRIBE

Tutor Announcements SUBSCRIBE

Volunteer Literacy Tutor Exchange SUBSCRIBE

Thank you for being a part of the Portland
Literacy Council network. We will return next

quarter with another update.
  

Edited by Micki Fuller. You can reach me at: mfuller@portlandliteracy.org
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